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Ex-Facebook manager criticizes company, urges more oversight 


By MARCY GORDON and ———_ a 
BARBARA ORTUTAY v.. SS 
AP Business Writers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — While 
accusing the giant social 
network of pursuing profits 
over safety, a former Fa- 
cebook data scientist told 
Congress Tuesday she be- 
lieves stricter government 
oversight could alleviate 
the dangers the company 
poses, from harming chil- 
dren to inciting political 
violence to fueling misin- 
formation. 

Frances Haugen, testifying 
to the Senate Commerce 
Subcommittee on Con- 
sumer Protection, present- 
ed a wide-ranging con- 
demnation of Facebook. 
She accused the company 
of failing to make changes 
to Instagram after internal 
research showed appar- 
ent harm to some teens 
and being dishonest in Its 


public fight against hate 
and misinformation. Former Facebook employee and whistleblower Frances Haugen testifies during a Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 


Transportation hearing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021, in Washington. 








Continued on next page Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 
Haugen's accusations 
were buttressed by tens of 
thousands of pages of in- 
ternal research documents 
she secretly copied before 
leaving her job in the com- 
pany's civic integrity unit. 
But she also’ offered 
thoughtful ideas about how 
Facebook's social media 
platforms could be made 
safer. Haugen laid respon- 
sibility for the company's 
orofits-over-safety strategy 
right at the top, with CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg, but she 
also expressed empathy for 
Facebook's dilemma. 
Haugen, who says she 
joined the company in 
2019 because "Facebook 
has the potential to bring 
out the best in us," said she 
didn't leak internal docu- 
ments to a newspaper and 
then come before Con- 
gress in order to destroy 
the company or call for its 
breakup, as many consum- 
er advocates and lawmak- 
ers of both parties have 
called for. 

MQ 

Haugen is a 3/-year-old 
data expert from lowa with 
a degree in computer en- 
gineering and a master's 
degree in business from 
Harvard. Prior to being re- 
cruited by Facebook, she 
worked for 15 years at 
tech companies including 
Google, Pinterest and Yelp. 
“Facebook's products harm 
children, stoke division and 
weaken our democracy,’ 
Haugen said. ‘The com- 
pany's leadershio knows 
how to make Facebook 
and Instagram safer but 
won't make the necessary 
changes because they 
have put their astronomical 
orofits before people." 
“Congressional action is 
needed," she said. "They 
won't solve this crisis without 
your help." 

Democrats and Republi- 
cans have shown a rare 
Unity around the revela- 
tions of Facebook's han- 
dling of potential risks to 
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Sen. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., left, and Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., right speak to former 
Facebook data scientist Frances Haugen, center, during a hearing of the Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and Data 
Security, on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021, in Washington. 


teens from Instagram, and 
bipartisan bills have pro- 
liferated to address social 
media and data-privacy 
problems. But getting leg- 
islation through Congress Is 
a heavy slog. The Federal 
Trade Commission has tak- 
en a stricter stance toward 
Facebook and other tech 
giants in recent years. 
"Whenever you have Re- 
publicans and Democrats 
on the same page, youre 
probably more likely to see 
something," said Hans. 
Haugen suggested, for 
example, that the mini- 
mum age for Facebook's 
popular Instagram photo- 
sharing platform could be 
increased from the current 
13710 16-0Fr 18. 

She also acknowledged 
the limitations of possible 
remedies. Facebook, like 
other social media com- 
panies, uses algorithms to 
rank and recommend con- 
tent fo users’ news feeds. 
When the ranking is based 
on engagement — likes, 
shares and comments — 
as it is now with Facebook, 
users can be vulnerable to 
manipulation and = misin- 


formation. Haugen would 
orefer the ranking to be 
chronological. But, she tes- 
tified, "People will Choose 
the more addictive option 
even if if is leading their 
daughters to eating disor- 
ders." 

Haugen said a_ 2018 
change to the content 
flow contributed to more 
divisiveness and ill will in a 
network ostensibly created 
to bring people closer to- 
gether. Despite the enmity 
that the new = algorithms 
were feeding, she said 
Facebook found that they 
heloed keep people com- 
ing back — a pattern that 
helped the social media gi- 
ant sell more of the digital 
ads that generate the vast 
majority of its revenue. 
Haugen said she believed 
Facebook didn't set out 
to build a_ destructive 
platform. "| have a huge 
amount of empathy for 
Facebook," she said. "These 
are really hard questions, 
and | think they feel a little 
trapped and isolated." 

But "in the end, the buck 
stops with Mark," Haugen 
said, referring to Zucker- 
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berg, who controls more 
than 50% of Facebook's 
voting shares. "There is no 
one currently holding Mark 
accountable but himself." 
Haugen said she believed 
that Zuckerberg was famil- 
iar with some of the internal 
research showing concerns 
for potential negative im- 
pacts of Instagram. 

The subcommittee is ex- 
amining Facebook's use 
of information its own re- 
searchers compiled about 
Instagram. Those findings 
could indicate potential 
harm for some of its young 
users, especially girls, al- 
though Facebook publicly 
downplayed possible neg- 
ative impacts. For some 
of the teens devoted to 
Facebook's popular photo- 
sharing platform, the peer 
pressure generated by the 
visually focused Instagram 
led to mental health and 
body-image problems, and 
in some cases, eating disor- 
ders and suicidal thoughts, 
the research leaked by 
Haugen showed. 

One internal study cited 
13.5% of teen girls saying 
Instagram makes thoughts 
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of suicide worse and 17% 
of teen girls saying it makes 
eating disorders worse. 

She also has filed com- 
plaints with federal au- 
thorities alleging that Face- 
book's own research shows 
that it amplifies hate, misin- 
formation and political un- 
rest, but that the company 
hides what if knows. 

After recent reports in The 
Wall Street Journal based 
on documents she leaked 
to the newspaper raised a 
public outcry, Haugen re- 
vealed her identity in a CBS 
"60 Minutes" interview aired 
Sunday night. 

As the public relations de- 
bacle over the Instagram 
research grew last week, 
Facebook put on hold its 
work on a kids’ version of 
Instagram, which the com- 
pany says Is meant mainly 
for tweens aged 10 fo 12. 
Haugen said that Face- 
book prematurely turned 
off safeguards designed 
to thwart misinformation 
and incitement to violence 
after Joe Biden defeated 
Donald Trump in last year's 
presidential election, alleg- 
ing that doing so contrib- 
uted to the deadly Jan. 6 
assault on the U.S. Capitol. 
After the November elec- 
tion, Facebook dissolved 
the civic. integrity unit 
where Haugen had been 
working. That was the mo- 
ment, she said, when she 
realized that "| don't trust 
that they're willing to actu- 
ally invest what needs to be 
invested to keep Facebook 
from being dangerous." 
Haugen says she told Face- 
book executives when 
they recruited her that she 
wanted to work in an area 
of the company that fights 
misinformation, because 
she had lost a friend to on- 
line conspiracy theories. 
Facebook maintains that 
Haugen's allegations are 
misleading and insists there 
is no evidence to support 
the premise that it is the 
orimary cause of social 
polarization.) 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Jessi- 
ca Kaschube has relied on 
the economic advantages 
of being married to pursue 
her career. 

During almost a dozen 
years of marriage, the extra 
income from her husband's 
more stable jobs — and his 
health insurance — has en- 
abled Kaschube to move 
from Montana to Alabama 
to Florida, advancing her 
career as a theater admin- 
istrator in an arts profession 
known for low pay and in- 
Stability. 

“Each move allowed me 
to make another jump in 
my career path. He always 
had a stable income,” said 
Kaschube, 35, who lives in 
metro Orlando. "Because | 
had health insurance and 
a spouse that had an in- 
come, we could always 
pay our bills. We weren't 
rolling in money, but that 
was a privilege." 

A new study from Pew Re- 
search Center released 
Tuesday underscores the 
economic advantages of 
being married, especially as 
the share of single people 
in the U.S. has grown over 
the past three decades. 
The flio side, of Course, Is 
that it's harder to be single, 
researchers say, since the 
Unpartnered population 
earns less and has less edu- 
cation. Unpartnered men, 
in particular, are less likely 
to be employed. 

The share of the U.S. pop- 
ulation not living with a 
romantic partner during 
orime working years has 
grown from 29% to 38% 
from 1990 to 2019. Around 
28% of single people be- 
tween the ages of 25 to 54 
are living with their parents, 
compared to 2% for mar- 
ried or partnered couples. 
Additionally, the growth of 
the unpartnered popula- 
tion over almost 30 years 
has been sharper in men 
than women, according 
to the Pew study, which 
used decennial census and 
American Community Sur- 
vey data. 

Policymakers should take 
notice since the unpart- 
nered population is gener- 
ally economically disad- 
vantaged and less healthy 


compared to married peo- 
ole or those living with a ro- 
mantic partner, said Rich- 
ard Fry, a senior economist 
at Pew. 

"When we look at. their 
health outcomes, they are 
more likely fo engage in 
risky behavior such as binge 
drinking. Single adults don't 
live as long," Fry said. "Single 
adults are an at-risk popu- 
lation." 

Bella DePaulo, a research 
osychologist at the Univer- 
sity of California, Santa Bar- 
bara, cautioned that this 
Pew report could further 
stigmatize the unpartnered 
population "if it is used as a 
way of telling a misleading 
story about those poor sin- 
gle people and what Is sup- 
posedly wrong with them." 
"Yes, single people are 
paid less, have fewer re- 
sources available to them 
when they need help, and 
are disadvantaged in oth- 
er ways, foo. But some of 
that — maybe a lot of it — 
is based on discrimination 
against single people, not 
on anything that is suppos- 
edly wrong with them," De- 
Paulo said in an email. 

The rise in single people has 
been driven by a three-de- 
cade decline in marriage. 
The share of adults ages 
25 to 54 who are married 
dropped from_ two-thirds 
in 1990 to just over half 
in 2019, and the share of 
people who have never 
married grew from 17% to 
33%. While the unpartnered 
population includes peo- 
ple who are separated, di- 
vorced or widowed, all the 
growth comes from people 
who have never been mar- 
ried, the Pew report said. 
The growth in the unpart- 
nered population has been 
sharper in men than wom- 
en. It was around 29% for 
both sexes in 1990, but It 
jumped to 39% for men and 
36% for women by 2019.q 
Single women earned 
more in 1990, but their ad- 
vantage was reversed by 
2019 as partnered women 
became more likely to re- 
main in the workforce. 
Single men, meanwhile, 
have fallen further behind 
partnered men in earnings 
and education. Research- 
ers have concluded it's 
Qa combination of high- 
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In this Thursday, Nov. 30, 2006, file photo, Leanne Kesler, the 
president of the Floral Design Institute is shown working with a 
bridal bouquet in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 


income men being more’ cohabitating boosting 
attractive as partners, and men's economic fortunes. 


"We have a ‘chicken or 
egg problem. It's a little 
bit of both, especially for 
guys," Fry said. "They are as- 
sessed on their financial ca- 
pabilities, so some of this Is 
because the unpartnered 
guys tend to have lower 
earnings. They are having a 
harder time. They are con- 
sidered a less suitable part- 
ner. It's low earnings and 
being less educated that is 
causing them to be unpart- 
nered.. 

Despite the disadvantages, 
many single people find 
that the rewards of be- 
ing unattached outweigh 
any economic benefits of 
being partnered. That in- 
cludes DePaulo, who wrote 
an essay for Medium last 
month celebrating her 50th 
anniversary of being single 
as she turned 68.L]} 
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FBI raids offices of New York City police pergecns union 


NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
agents raided the offices 
Tuesday of a New York City 
police union, the Sergeants 
Benevolent Association, 
and the Long Island home 
of its bombastic leader, 
who has clashed with city 
officials over his incendiary 
tweets and hard-line 
tactics. 

FBI spokesperson Martin 
Feely said agents were 
"carrying ouf a law 
enforcement action 
in| connection with an 
ongoing investigation." 
Along with the union's 
Manhattan headquarters, 
agents also searched union 
president Ed Mullins’ home 
in Port Washington, Long 
Island, Feely said. 
Messages seeking 
comment were left with 
Mullins and the union, which 


reoresents about 13,000 
active and retired NYPD 
sergeants and controls 


a $264 million retirement 
fund. 

Calls to Mullins’ cellohone 
went to a full voicemail 
box. 

Mullins, a police sergeant 
detached to full-time union 
work, is in the middle of 
department disciplinary 
proceedings for tweeting 
NYPD paperwork last 
year regarding the arrest 
of Mayor Bill de Blasio's 
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In this May 31, 2017, file shale, Sgt. Ed Mullins, the head of the Sergeants Benevolent Association, 
center, speaks to the media outside of the Bronx Supreme Court in the Bronx borough of New York. 


daughter during protests 
over the Minneapolis police 
killing of George Floyd. 
Mullins’ department trial 
began last month but was 
postponed indefinitely after 
one of his lawyers suffered 
a medical emergency. 
Mullins’ lawyer denies 
he violated department 
guidelines, arguing arrest 
papers with Chiara de 
Blasio's personal identifying 
information, such as her 
date of birth and address, 
were already posted 
online. 


Mullins is also suing the 
deparimernt, claiming 
they were trying’ to 
muzzle him by — grilling 
him and recommending 
disciplinary action over 
his online missives, which 
have included claims that 
officers were at war with 
city leaders. 

Asked about the raid 
Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio 
told reporters he didn't 
have enough information 
to comment. 

| think he's been a divisive 
voice," de Blasio said of 


Associated Press 


Mullins. "But that doesn't 
cause me to feel anything 
in this situation because 


| dont know — what's 
happening. All | hear is 
an FBI raid. | don't know 


the specifics, | don't know 
who It's directed at. | want 
to really hear the details 
before | comment further." 
The Sergeants Benevolent 
Association runs a Widows 
and Children's Fund, 
a  scholarshio fund for 
members’ children, and 
Blue Christmas, — which 
distributes toys to needy 


children. 

Mullins, a police officer 
since 1982, rose to sergeant, 
a rank above detective 
but below captain and 
lieutenant, in 1993 and was 
elected president of the 
sergeants union in 2002. 
Under Mullins’ leadership, 
the union has fought for 
better pay — with contracts 
resulting in pay increases 
of 40% — and staked a 
prominent position in the 
anti-reform movement. 
Though he's a_ full-time 
union chief, city law has 
allowed Mullins to retain 
his sergeant's position and 
collect salaries from both 
the union and the police 
department. Last year, 
Mullins made more than 
$220,000 between the 
two, according to public 
records: $88,757 from the 
union and $133,195 from 
the NYPD. 

The NYPD referred questions 
about Mullins to the FBI. 
Along with Mullins’ periodic 
appearances on cable 
networks like Fox News and 
Newsmax — including one 
in which he was pictured 
in front of a Q@Anon mug — 
perhaps the union's most 


powerful megaphone is 
its 45,000-follower Twitter 
account, which Mullins 


runs himself, offen to fiery 
effect.) 





Beaten I in last 3 races, Arpaio running for mayor of suburb 





In this Aug. 26, 2019, file photo, former Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio poses for a portrait at his private office in Fountain 
Hills, Ariz. 


PHOENIX (AP) — Beaten in 
his last three elections, for- 
mer six-term Sheriff Joe Ar- 
paio is attempting another 
comeback, this time run- 
ning for mayor of the afflu- 
ent Phoenix suburb where 
he has lived for the last two 


Associated Press 


decades. 

The former lawman on 
Tuesday announced his en- 
try in the 2022 mayor's race 
in Fountain Hills, a town of 
about 25,000 people on 
the northeastern edge of 
metro Phoenix. 


After getting crushed by a 
Democratic challenger in 
2016 after 24 years as sher- 
iff, Aroaio finished third in 
a Republican primary for 
a U.S. Senate seat in 2018 
and second in the GOP pri- 
mary in his 2020 bid to win 
back the sheriff's post. In 
both comeback attempts, 
Arpaio lost the vote in Foun- 
tain Hills. 

IN an interview, Aroaio said 
his last comeback bids 
failed because he entered 
those races too late in the 
election cycle and that his 
early entry in the mayor's 
race is an attempt to avoid 
the same fate. 

He rejects criticism that 
he should walk away from 
public life. The 89-year-old 
said he remains in good 
health and wants to push 
Q pro-business agenda on 


behalf of the town. "It's not 
in me to retire," Arpaio said. 
Arodio, a_ skilled politi 
cal fundraiser who spent 
more than $12 million in his 
2016 sheriff's campaign, 
has $284,000 in campaign 
money, according fo his 
latest campaign finance 
reports. 

Arodio was voted out as 
sheriff in 2016 amid voter 
frustration over his head- 
line-grabbing tactics and 
legal troubles, including his 
disobedience of a judge's 
2011 order to stop his traffic 
patrols that led to his 2017 
criminal contempt of court 
conviction, which was par- 
doned by then-President 
Donald Trump. 

Before the federal gov- 
ernment and the courts 
stripped away his immigra- 
tTlon powers, Aroaio led 20 


large-scale traffic patrols 
that targeted immigrants 
and more than 80 business 
raids to bust people work- 
ing in the United States 
without permission. 

While his defiant streak 
played well with voters for 
many years, Arpodio faced 
heavy criticism for taking 
on policies that he knew 
were controversial and 
racking Up $147 million in 
taxpayer-funded legal bills. 
Though he billed himself as 
the toughest sheriff in Amer- 
ica, his agency botched 
the investigations of more 
than 400 sex-crimes com- 
plaints made fo his office. 
Fountain Hills doesn't oper- 
ate a police department 
and instead contracts with 
the Maricopa County Sher- 
iff's Office for law enforce- 
ment services.) 
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PARIS (AP) — France and 
the United States edged 
closer Tuesday toward 
rapprochement after the 
Biden administration's ex- 
clusion of Washington's old- 
est ally from a new Indo- 
Pacific security initiative 
ignited French anger. 
French President Emmanvu- 
el Macron and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blinken 
met in Paris to explore ways 
to overcome the riff over 
the deal, which scuttled a 
multibillion-dollar French 
submarine contract with 
Australia and led Macron's 
government to take the 
Unprecedented step of re- 
calling its ambassador to 
the U.S. 

Macron and Blinken ex- 
plored potential U.S.- 
French cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific and other ar- 
eas in the roughly 40-min- 
ute one-on-one - session, 
according to a senior U.S. 
State Department official. 
Shortly after their engage- 
ment, the White House an- 
nounced in a statement 
that President Joe Biden's 
national security adviser, 
Jake Sullivan, would meet 
his French counterpart, 
Emmanuel Bonne, in Paris 
later this week "as part of 
our ongoing consultations 
on shared bilateral and re- 
gional interests." 


Macron and _— Blinken's 
meeting was the highest- 
level in-person contact 


between the two countries 
since the controversary 
erupted last month with the 
Sept. 15 announcement 
of a three-way agreement 
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U.S., France edge closer to rapprochement after AUKUS spat 


Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian in Paris ,Ttuesday, Oct. 5, 2021. 


between Australia, Britain 
and the U.S., known as AU- 
KUS, that pointedly left out 
France and other Europe- 
an nations. The State De- 
partment official said the 
two discussed possible joint 
projects that could be an- 
nounced by Macron and 
President Joe Biden when 
they meet this month at a 
specific date and venue 
that has yet to be decided. 
Macron and Biden agreed 
to try to repair the damage 
in a Sept. 22 phone calll. 

The White House statement 
said Sullivan and Bonne 
would further explore those 
projects in "preparations 
for the meeting of Presi- 
dent Biden and President 
Macron in Europe later this 
month. The State Depart- 


ment official didn't elabo- 
rate on what those projects 
might be, but said they 
would likely involve the In- 
do-Pacific and Western ef- 
forts to blunt China's grow- 
ing there and elsewhere, 
NATO and other trans-At- 
lantic objectives involving 
the European Union, and 
counterterrorism Ccoopera- 
tion in Africa's Sahel region. 
The official said Macron 
and Blinken had agreed 
to use the spat as an op- 
portunity to "deepen and 
strengthen coordination’ 
and characterized the talks 
as "very productive," while 
allowing that "a lot of hard 
work remains ahead." 

The official sooke to re- 
porters on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the 
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closed-door talks between 
Macron and Blinken at the 
Elysee Palace that hadnt 
appeared on Blinken's of- 
ficial schedule for the day. 
The roughly meeting came 
amid repeated French de- 
mands for the U.S. to restore 
trust that was ruptured with 
the announcement of a 
the AUKUS deal. 

A French official, soeaking 
under customary anonymi- 
ty, said the "at length, face- 
to-face meeting" came im- 
mediately after Blinken had 
seen Bonne. 

Bonne, the official said, saw 
Blinken "in order to study 
the ways of reengaging 
the relationship following 
the recall of the French am- 
bassador, and to help re- 
store confidence between 


France and the United 
States." 

U.S. officials have acknowl- 
edged that the AUKUS an- 
nouncement was handled 
poorly and could have 
benefitted from coordina- 
tion with France and other 
members of the European 
Union, all of which were 
left out. They have also 
signaled a desire to make 
amends, alfhough they 
have suggested France's 
rage Is an overreaction. 
France responded with 
fury and briefly recalled its 
ambassadors to Washing- 
ton and Canberra in an 
Unprecedented display of 
pique. 

French officials called it "a 
stab in the back" by allies 
and expressed disappoint- 
ment that if had happened 
after Biden had proclaimed 
"America is back" and 
pledged to restore and val- 
ue trans-Atlantic relations 
that had soured during the 
Trump administration. 

The French have said re- 
peatedly it will take much 
time and work to overcome 
the riff and that the inci- 
dent underscores the need 
for Europe to develop its 
own security and defense 
plans as well as adopting a 
European strategy to Coun- 


ter growing challenges 
from China. 
Blinken is in the French 


capital for a two-day inter- 
national economic confer- 
ence that has been over- 
shadowed by the AUKUS 
controversy that erupted 
with the announcement of 
the project. L) 





Israeli president in Ukraine to honor Holocaust victims 


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Israel's 
oresident arrived in Ukraine 
on Tuesday to honor the 
victims of the Babi Yar mas- 
sacre eight decades after 
one of the most infamous 
Nazi mass slaughters of 
World War ll. 

Nearly 34,000 Jews were 
killed within 48 hours in Babi 
Yar, a ravine in the Ukraini- 
an capital, when Kyiv was 
under Nazi occupation in 
1941. SS troops carried out 
the massacre with local 
collaborators. 

“It Is imperative to keep 
speaking about this hor- 


rific event and learn its les- 
sons,’ Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog said before arriving 
for the first state visit of his 
presidency. 

“The only way to. build 
Qa present and future in 
which atrocities and crimes 
against humanity can find 
no foothold is to study the 
past, including the Holo- 
caust and persecution of 
the Jewish people,” Herzog 
said. 

Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy said after 
meeting with Herzog, “The 
memory of these victims 


is sacred for us, for each 
Ukrainian.” 

Zelenskyy, Herzog and Ger- 
man President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier are set to attend 
a ceremony Wednesday 
to remember the victims of 
the massacre. 

The three are also sched- 
uled to inaugurate a me- 
morial center, still Under 
construction, dedicated to 
the stories of Eastern Euro- 
pean Jews who were killed 
and buried in mass graves 
during the Holocaust. Of 
the 2.5 million Jews, 1.5 mil- 
lion died in Ukraine alone.LJ 


fiikrainian president Volodymyr relensioy: right, shakes hands 
with Israeli President Isaac Herzog during a welcome ceremony 
ahead of their meeting in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021. 
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lraq's militias seek to consolidate political power in vote 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Among 
the candidates running in 
lraq's general elections this 
week is a leader in one of 
the country's most hard-line 
and powerful militias with 
close ties fo Iran who once 
battled U.S. troops. 

Hussein Muanis joins a long 
list of candidates from 
among lran-backed Shiite 
factions vying for parlia- 
ment seats. But he is the first 
to be openly affiliated with 
Kataib Hezbollah, or Hez- 
bollah Brigades, signaling 
the militant group's formal 
entry into politics. 

The group is on a USS. list of 
terrorist organizations and Is 
accused by U.S. officials of 
targeting American forces 
in lrag. Muanis himself was 
jailed by the Americans for 
four years from 2008 to 2012 
for fighting U.S. troops. 

“Our entrance into politics is 
a religious obligation. | bat- 
tled the occupiers militarily 
and now | will battle them 
politically,” he said, soeak- 
ing to The Associated Press 
recently in his office in cen- 
tral Baghdad. 

Muanis, 50, says he has 
given up his militia fatigues 
in favor of politics. He now 
heads a political move- 
ment called  ‘Harakat 
Huqoog,'" or Rights Move- 
ment, which Is fielding 32 





Hussein Muanis, the leader of a political movement called "Harakat Huqoog," Arabic for Rights 
Movement, center, salutes his supporters at an election rally before the upcoming parliamentary 
elections in Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, Sept. 3, 2021. 


candidates and an elec- 
toral program stressing the 


departure of U.S. troops 
from lraq. 
The Kataib Hezbollah 


group has been struck by 
U.S. forces near the lrag- 
Syria border several times. 
In December 2019, the U.S. 
carried out strikes target- 
ing military sites belonging 
to the group after blaming 
it for a rocket barrage that 
killed a U.S. defense con- 
tractor at a military com- 
pound near Kirkuk in north- 


ern Iraq. Around 20 militia- 
men were killed. 

Harakat Huqooqg's cam- 
padign advertisements dec- 
orate the streets of Shiite 
dominated areas in Bagh- 
dad and southern Iraq. 
lraq is holding elections on 
Oct. 10, the fifth parliamen- 
tary vote since the U.S.-led 
invasion that ousted dicta- 
tor Saddam Hussein in 2003, 
which shifted the country's 
power base from minority 
Arab Sunnis to majority Shi- 
ites. The vote was brought 


Associated Press 


forward by one year in re- 
soonse to mass protests 
that broke out in late 2019 
over endemic corruption, 
poor services and unem- 
ployment. 

While a new electoral law 
has allowed more indepen- 
dents to run, Shiite groups 
continue to dominate the 
electoral landscape with 
a tight race expected be- 
tween pro-lran parties and 
their militias — the largest of 
which is the Fatah alliance 
— and the political bloc 
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of Shiite nationalist heavy- 
weight Moqtada al-Sadr, 
the biggest winner in the 
2018 elections. 

The Fatah alliance includes 
leaders associated with the 
paramilitary Popular Mobi- 
lization Units, an umbrella 
group for mostly pro-lran 
state-sanctioned — miilitias, 
including Kataib Hezbollah. 
But the group has lost some 
popularity following the 
2019 protests, with activists 
accusing hard-line armed 
factions of brutally sup- 
pressing protesters by using 
live ammunition and tear 
gas to disperse crowds. 
Protesters demanding 
change and reform were 
also often railing against 
lran's heavy-handed inter- 
ferences in Iraqi politics. 
More than 600 were killed 
and thousands injured dur- 
ing the months-long pro- 
tests. 

Analysts say the entry of Ka- 
taib Hezbollah — the group 
is separate from the Leba- 
nese group of the same 
name — might be an at- 
tempt by lran to strengthen 
its allies inside Iraq's parlia- 
ment. 

Bassam al-Qazwini, a Bagh- 
dad-based political ana- 
lyst, said after the 2019 pro- 
test movement Iran pushed 
for hard-liners to go into 
politics. L} 





Putin calls for smoother transition to green technologies 





Russian President Vladimir Putin leads a cabinet meeting via 
video conference at the Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside 
Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021. 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said Tuesday that “the hys- 
teria" engulfing European 


Associated Press 


energy markets has been 
driven by insufficient invest- 
ment in energy industries, 
arguing that the world 
needs a smoother transition 
to green energy technolo- 


gies. 
Speaking during a Cabi- 
net meeting, Putin claimed 
that the current situation 
with soaring natural gas 
prices in Europe was partly 
rooted in the lack of invest- 
ment. 

"See what's going in Eu- 
rope — there is hysteria 
and mess in the markets," 
Putin said. "Why? Because 
nobody takes it seriously. 
some speculate on the 
climate change _ issues, 
some underestimate cer- 
tain things and some others 
start cutting investments in 
the mining industries." 

He said Russia wouldn't re- 
peat the mistakes others 
have made in adopting 
green technologies. 

‘There must be a smooth 
transition," he said. "We see 
what certain unbalanced 


decisions, unbalanced de- 
velooment and sharp twists 
can lead to. We can see It 
well today in the European 
energy markets.” 

Putin has repeatedly said 
that Russia, a top oil and 
gas exporter, will abide by 
its obligations under the 
2015 Paris agreement in- 
tended to avert the climate 
change. At the same time, 
he emphasized that efforts 
to cut emissions mustn't be 
too burdensome for the 
Russian economy, which 
relies heavily on fossil fuel 
exports. 

"The tasks of reducing a 
negative impact on cli- 
mate mustnt become a 
heavy burden for business 
and our citizens," the Rus- 
sian leader said Tuesday. 
“Just the other way round, 
the decisions we make 


must help sour growth and 
technological develop- 
ment of the Russian econ- 
omy. 

Putin argued that Russia 
has a strong edge in hydro- 
power and nuclear power 
generation and should de- 
velop them, but noted the 
need to ensure a "sustain- 
able develooment of the 
oll and gas complex." 
Some in the West see Rus- 
sia's climate change goals 
as not ambitious enough as 
the waste from burning fos- 
sil fuels heats up the planet. 
Moscow has faced de- 
mands to sign up for a fu- 
ture "net zero" emissions 
target at the United Noa- 
tlons-soonsored climate 
negotiations that open in 
Glasgow on Oct. 31. The 
Kremlin hasn't revealed its 
stance on the issue yet.) 
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Guatemala judge says those he's sentenced seeking revenge 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 
One of Guatemala's most 
prominent judges faces 
the possibility of losing his 
immunity from legal action 
in a case that he claims is 
meant to intimidate the 
independent judges in a 
country whose judicial sys- 
tem is widely seen as under 
attack. 

Guatemala's Supreme 
Court on Wednesday was 
expected to receive an 
investigators report on a 
2019 traffic confrontation 
between Judge Pablo XI- 
tumul and a police officer, 
both of whom accuse the 
other of abuse of authority. 
The court could remove the 
immunity from prosecution 
granted to judges, opening 
Xitumul to legal action by 
people he has sentenced 
to prison — a group that 
includes numerous Powe;r- 
ful figures, including former 
dictator Efrain Rios Montt 
and former Vice President 
Roxana Baldetti. 

The Supreme Court often 
decides such cases on the 
day they are submitted. 
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Judge Pablo Xitumul holds documents related to a case as he talks with an assistant inside his 
office before a hearing in Guatemala City, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2021. 


The judge received threats 
following an 80-year sen- 
tence for genocide he 
imposed in 2013 on Rios 
Montt — which was later 
overturned by the coun- 
try's Constitutional Court.. 
The Inter-American Com- 
mission on Human. Rights 





ordered the government 
take measures to protect 
Xitumul and other judges 
on Guatemala's High Risk 
court division. 

He claims opponents are 
seizing Upon the 2019 traf- 
fic incident to send a mes- 
sage to other officials who 





Son of ousted Philippine dictator to 
seek presidency 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— The son and namesake 
of the late Philippine dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos, who 
was toppled in a 1986 re- 
volt, announced Tuesday 
that he would seek the 
presidency in next year's 
elections in what activists 
say Is an attempt to white- 
wash a dark period in the 
country's history marked by 
plunder and human rights 
atrocities. 

Former senator Ferdinand 
"Bongbong" Marcos Jr. said 
in a brief Facebook video 
that he would unite Filipinos 
to be able to overcome 


the coronavirus pandemic 
that has destroyed lives, 
battered the economy 
and brought widespread 
misery. Issues surrounding 
the Marcoses, however, 
continue to stoke political 
divisions more than three 
decades after the dicta- 
tor's downfall. 

"We must face the chal- 
lenge as one — as one 
country, as one people,’ 
Marcos Jr. said. 

"| will bring that form of uni- 
fying leadershio back to 
Our country." 

Loretta Ann Rosales, a for- 
mer chairwoman of the 


Commission on Human 
Rights and a political de- 
tainee who was tortured 
and molested during the 
Marcos era, said his presi- 
dential bid "seeks fo institu- 
tionalize the dark, corrupt 
and tyrannical legacy of 
his father and sabotage 
our efforts to exact full ac- 
countability from his family." 
"We must not allow him to 
use his family's ill-gotten 
wealth to fund his presiden- 
tial ambition, whitewash 
their crimes against the 
people and complete their 
quest for historical distor- 
tions," Rosales said.L] 


act against the corrupt 
and powerful. 

Police had stopped Xitu- 
mul's vehicle in front of his 
home, saying it seemed 


suspicious, and told him 
to get out so they could 
search It. 


The judge, who had _ his 

family inside the vehicle re- 

fused, saying he had done 
| nothing wrong. 

The disagreement led to 
to insults and a struggle, in 
which an officer grabbed 
Xitumul by the neck. Follow- 
ing the incident, Xitumul re- 
ported the officer for abuse 
of authority and the police 
reported the judge for the 

= same, and for obstruct- 
“" ing an officer.Prosecutors 


_ ain ~~ pursued the police claim 


against Xitumul while seek- 
ing to dismiss the judge's 


Associated Press claim against police.) 












Taste limitless possibilities at Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
leam explores without boundaries ond steps with both feet 
oulside of the box to create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant locoted inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eogle Beach is a chef's table concep! with limited 
seating where diners are able to interact with the staff and other 
guests alike throughout the evening. 


® Jjoinusforan @ 
unforgetiable expcricnee. 


+297 280 88 69 


© vwerw infiniarubsa.com 
eserve your seats. 


sneer Awaits! 9 J.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
eee AS WELES: f InfiniArubo 


& infiniaruba 
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AN IHG*HOTEL 
ARUBA 


For more information: 
+797 584 3600 
hiaruba@ihg.com 


AMSTERDAM, THE NETHER- 
LANDS — For the tenth time 
now, Amsterdam is taking 
in a new batch of students 
from Cura¢cao, Aruba, Bo- 
naire, Sint Maarten, Saba 
and Sint Eustatius. This year, 
the grand welcome will 
take place on Thursday, 
October 21. The 2020 event 
could not go ahead due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. That 
is why students who started 
university, HBO (University 
of Applied Sciences) or 
ROC (regional training cen- 
tre) in 2020 are just as wel- 
come. 


The municipality of Amster- 
dam has been organising 
this official welcome since 
2011. So, this year is the 
tenth anniversary, and it'll 
be an extra festive edition. 
By organising this meeting, 
the municipality aims to 
give the students a good 
start. It takes quite some 
guts at such a young age 
to choose going abroad 
to study in the Netherlands, 
far away from home. It 
comes as no surprise that 
this is hard, but the students 
are very much looking for- 
ward to it and appear to 
be optimistically confident. 


Sundays 
are for Brunch 


Welcome event for students organised by municipality of Amsterdam 


Diverse programme 
Amsterdam is offering the 
young people a diverse 
welcome programme in 
the council chamber of 
Amsterdam City Hall. A 
delegation of the Amster- 
dam city government will 
be present, as will be Cabi- 
net representatives of the 
Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
Aruba, Curacao and Sint 
Maarten. There will also be 
an info market for the stu- 
dents, where they can get 
help with all their queries on 
housing, studying and living 
in Amsterdam. 


People shape the city 

The Amsterdam City Coun- 
cil is hoping for the students 
to settle in and that they 
will contribute to the typi- 
cal traits of Amsterdam. 
It's wonderful to get some- 
thing from the city, but it’s 
even more wonderful to 
give it something in return. 
It's people who give the 
city its character: a place 
where everyone feels at 
home and likes fo live. 


Special connection 

This year is the tenth time 
for the welcome to take 
place. It’s a lovely tradi- 
tion the city is proud of. It 





SUNDAY 





11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


underlines the soecial con- 
nection of the city with the 
Caribbean part of the king- 
dom. 


Sign up for the welcome 
Are you a student from the 
Caribbean who © started 
studying in Amsterdam in 
2020 or 20212 Sign up now 
via this link (students only!): 
hitps://welkomstudenten. 
evenementenorganisatie- 
amsterdam.nl/Q 


Meet Anton Erasmus! 

Last August, in the run-up to 
the welcome, Tanja Fraai 
met up with a few Carib- 
bean students. Exhausted 
from a long journey, but full 
of expectations of what is 
about to come. A new life, 
far away from home. It’s 
exciting, but also fun. 


One of those students is 
19-year-old Aruban Anton 
Erasmus. He managed fo 
find accommodation in 
a container house at the 
Zuiderzeeweg in the Am- 
sterdam district Zeeburg. 
He has been busy painting 
and decorating during the 
first weeks. He'll be study- 
ing International Business & 
Management at the Am- 
sterdam University of Ap- 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 





BOTTOMLESS 7 
MIMOSAS! ¢ 


plied Sciences. “| love Am- 
sterdam, because of the 
hustle and bustle. Plus, | love 
the canals and the people 
that live here”, says Anton. 
“My goal is fo pass my pro- 
oaedeutic year. But | also 
want to make time fo get To 
know new people -— it’s not 
good fo linger in the Carib- 
bean circle only. Sports Is a 
nice way of quickly meet- 
ing new people, so | want 
to pick Up boxing at a club. 
And absolutely, I’d also like 
to see Ajax play. 

Christmas _ still seems far 
away, but time flies. | don’t 
think I'll return to Aruba 
then, but stay in Amster- 
dam. Many students are 
saying it’s best to stay in the 
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Netherlands for a year, to 
prevent you from getting 
homesick. I'll also look for a 
job on the side. Maybe for 
a delivery service. I'll buy a 
moped or a cheap bike for 
it, and | can use it for go- 
ing to uni and exploring the 
city more.” 


Note to the editorial team 
(not to be released) 
Information about the wel- 
come on October 21 avail- 
able via Tanja Fraqdi, email: 
info@tanjatraai.nl 

Mobile: + 31 6 16970 600. 


The meeting will take place 
provisionally. We observe 
all legal directives regard- 
ing COVID-19. L) 





Prohibited by law: 
Tourist leaving the island with seashells, white sand and corals 





ORANJESTAD — For the last months 
the customs department at the airport 
intercepted many tourists leaving the 
island with seashells, white sand and 
corals as souveniers. 


Conform the international treaty of 
CITES and our local law which protects 
our Flora & Fauna, It is completetly pro- 
hibited to take any seashell, sand and 
coral outside of Aruba, this in order 
to protect our environment. The high 
amount of seashell, sand and corals 
confiscated is very strange and it is 
suspected that our own locals are the 
once selling these to the tourists, which 


is unacceptable. 

Upon confiscation at the airport the 
tourist also faces a fine that they have 
to pay before leaving. This is surely not 
a pleasant experience for the tourist. 
This also leads to a negative reaction 
which can put our tourism in a nega- 
tive light. 

Let's all give nature the respect it de- 
serves by protecting our environment. 
Stop collecting seashells, white sand 
and corals from our shores and stop 
selling these to our tourist. We want our 
future generations and visitors to enjoy 
the beauty of our beaches, shells and 
corals. Let’s all protect what is ours!{_) 
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WIN S10 UP T0S1,000 IN| FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUBT 






~ AX Mase DRA 


z wy & mpc 


—WINA SHARE OF uP TO — 


free lot Hoy 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 
Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 

Play up to five times each Wednesday. 

























THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 






The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





The Kitchen Table enters seventh year of gastronomic success on NEW location: 
A very fine culinary journey of Caribbean and Peruvian fusion cuisine 





EAGLE BEACH — The Kitchen Table is an el- 
egant, classy, intimate, high-quality restau- 
rant with an exceptional dining set-up. Din- 
ing here is an experience, a kind of sitting- at 
your- best- friend’s or family’s kitchen table 
where you feel and taste that the food con- 
tains love. Are you looking for something 


















different, an ecstatic foody trip, than this is 





ere you need to go. 


The 7-8 course gastronomic journey will start 
with sparkling wine at the patio of The Kitch- 
en Table’s new location at Paradise Beach 
Villas as of 6.00PM. Around 6.30PM guests will 
be guided for a memorable dinner on the 
second floor of the other popular restaurant 
Asi Es Mi Peru. The dining concept reflects 
extraordinary, elegant and exquisite dishes 
from the Caribbean, Peruvian fusion and in- 
ternational cuisine created by the owners, 
Chef David Lizano and his team. To pair the 
perfect wines three sommel}liers were invited 
to make the selection. 

The interior of the restaurant is if you were in 
an elegant establishment in Lima, the capi- 
tal city of Peru. You feel elevated in the topo 
of the building where dinner takes place 
In an intimate setting. The typical, colorful 
Peruvian fabrics dress the ceiling while the 
large windows dignify the room. There are 
only 16 seats available creating an intimacy 
Underlined by the owner's personal omel 
tion. “This is an amazing experience,” says 


he kitchen labie 


a os 


Robert J. Giordanella from New York. “The 
food Is truly divine,” shares a local guest. An 
evening at The Kitchen Table will be noted 
as unforgettable in your book of vacation 
memories, as it stands out from the regular 
island dinners. 


It is all about consistency 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Salinas and her 
husband Jan van Nes are the secret for- 
mula behind The Kitchen Table’s success. 
The couple takes a personal approach to 
what they do, this is not about running a 
business as usual. This is more about making 
you feel welcomed home, as well as being 
pampered. They bring top hospitality, expe- 
rience and authenticity to the table. Within 
this gourmet dinner concept the two blend- 
ed the Peruvian culinary art of Roxanna’s 
top kitchen team and Jan's expertise from 
The Kitchen Table. The result is one big trip 
of delight, indulge and tickling of your taste 
buds. The Kitchen Table welcomes you with 
open arms every Tuesday to Saturday. 


Peruvian touch 

In the last ten years, Peru has been recog- 
nized as one of the world’s best culinary des- 
tinations, and for seven consecutive years, 
the South American country has won the 
award for the Best Culinary destination at 
the Worlds Travel Awards. Biodiversity com- 
bined multiculturalism are the reasons why 











Peru is so rich in gastronomy. You can travel 
through the last 500 years, touch a mix of 
cultures whenever you taste authentic Pe- 
ruvian cuisine. The Kitchen Table brings this 
epicurean delicacies to Aruba paired per- 
fectly with the best wines and they will make 
you understand why Peru is at the height of 
today's gastronomy. 


The Kitchen Table is 
open from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Have a peak 
on their website www. ‘s hei es ri 
thekitchentableinaru- f 
ba.com or call them at 
+297-280 7117...) 
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Workshop “Continuous Development & Digital 60+” 


WWW.GELATISSIMOARUBA.COM 


FMTB was successful 


ORANJESTAD - The Founda- 
tion Movement is Life (Fun- 
dacion Movimiento Ta Bida 
- FMTB) through its project 
Together old, Old Together 
and in cooperation with 
SETAR, organized the work- 
shop “Continuous Develop- 
ment & Digital 60+”. 


The workshop is in the 
framework of the goal of 
the foundation to train our 
senior citizens in digital liter- 
acy. Information and train- 
ing in the digital field are 
the fervent wishes of senior 
citizens according to a sur- 
vey. 

For three months (twice a 


week} the representative of 
SETAR, Mrs. Kimberley Boek- 
houdt gave a workshop to 
28 persons. The participants 
were members of various 
social groups of senior citi- 
zens. In turn, these persons 
shared the basic informa- 
tion in different districts to 
the various leaders of senior 
citizens (60+) during Febru- 
ary through workshops in 
Savaneta, Santa Cruz, Bub- 
ali, Playa y Dakota. At the 
end of these workshops, 
they organized an informa- 
tive day for all participants 
at the Cas di Cultura. Differ- 
ent banks, companies, and 
organizations attended 


and presented their app, 
digital payment systems, 
and other valuable infor- 
mation to our senior citi- 
zens. 

Recently they completed 
the third phase of the proj- 
ect for 2021. This time FMTB 
offered a workshop of four 
weeks to all interested se- 
nior citizens in San Nicolas, 
Paradera, Noord, Dakota, 
Playa, and at the Cas di 
OPPA. As soon as these 
workshops were made 
public, the seats filled im- 
mediately. All participants 
were happy with the work- 
shops and requested more 
information. This time the 


presentations by the com- 


panies will take place 
through information — ses- 
sions at Centro di Bario 


Playa Pabao. The reason Is 
that October is the month 
of the senior citizens, and 
the project Together old, 
Old Together wishes to give 


the information to more 
persons and in another 
manner. 


The coordinator Mrs. Rosa 
Leon and the president 
of FMTB, Mr. Rudy Leysner, 
evaluated the © project 
Continuous Develooment 
& Digital 60+ with the rep- 
resentative of SETAR, Mrs. 
Juliska Henriquez, and the 
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organized by 


leaders of the workshops. 
These workshops reached 
more than 300 persons. 
Due to the existing de- 
mand and need for digital 
knowledge among senior 
citizens, SETAR Is willing to 
help with the training. 
Prime Minister Mrs. Evelyn 
Wever Croes and the Min- 
ister in charge of Elderly af- 
fairs, Mr. Ursell Arends, guar- 
antees their support to our 
senior citizens. 

FMTB thanks SETAR, Cede 
Aruba, Community cen- 
ters, organizations, and in- 
structors that contributed 
to the success of these 
workshops.L] 
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ORANJESTAD — Aruba To- 
day collected some things 
to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, lo- 
cated 15 miles north of Ven- 
ezuela in the warm waters 
of the southern Caribbean, 
is home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Arikok National Park 
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
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hikes that are guided by 
the park's rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
orotect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori- 
cal sites tell you about the 
iskand’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one 
way or another this park Is 
a great place to spend an 
entire day. Cruising through 
the landscape you end up 
at some of the most stun- 
ning beaches like Dos Pla- 
ya or Daimara Beach. In To- 
tal the park consists of 7907 
acres protected nature 
with a richness of animals 
living in it. The Aruban whip- 
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 





and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 
some of them, you can also 
admire these close in the 
park's Visitors’ Center. For 
more information, visit the 
website www.arubanation- 
alpark.org 


Natural Bridge 

One of Aruba's_ favorite 
tourist attractions is the 
Natural Bridge. For thou- 
sands of years, pounding 
waves and strong winds 
have slowly chiseled away 
the limestone cliffs along 
Aruba's north coast to cre- 
ate several natural bridges. 
The largest of these bridg- 
es used to be the famous 
Natural Bridge. The bridge 
was a formation of coral 
limestone cut out by years 
of pounding surf, and was 





one of the largest of these 
types of spans in the world. 
It standed some 23 feet (7 
meters) above sea level 
and spans more than 100 
feet (30 meters). Unfortu- 
nately the bridge collapsed 
on September 2, 2005. De- 
spite this, it is still the most 
ohotographed natural 
bridge and it remains a 
oopular tourist attraction in 
Aruba, with the adjacent 
and intact Baby Bridge also 
meriting a visit. The Natural 
Bridge is the perfect stop 
while touring Aruba. There 
is NO admission fee or set 
hours for visiting. Quench 
your thirst with refreshing 
beverages & refuel your 
tank with local snacks. 


The Lourdes Grotto 
Named in commemoration 





of the famous French reli- 
gious landmark, was cre- 
ated under the guidance 
of a priest named "Erkamp" 
and parishioners in the year 
1958. The grotto, a shrine 
built into the rocks Is locat- 
ed in Seroe Preto, just off 
the main road to San Nico- 
las. A statue of the Virgin 
Mary, weighing 700 kilos, 
was hoisted into place in 
the grotto. Every year, on 
February 11 (feast of Lady 
of Lourdes), a procession 
leaves from the St. There- 
sita church in San Nicolas 
to the grotto, where a mass 
is performed. The grotto Is 
located road-side and can 
be visited daily. Just make 
sure you park safely in the 
event you wish to stop for 
pictures at this location.LJ 
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By SARA RATHNER of Nerd- 
Wallet 

The idea of gaining wealth 
in flashy ways Isn't new. Af- 
ter all, Charles Ponzi, for 
whom Ponzi schemes were 
named, defrauded inves- 
tors more than 100 years 
ago with a get-rich-quick 
scheme built on a founda- 
tion of lies. Today, soecula- 
tive investments, multilevel 
marketing Companies and 
other risky efforts to turn a 
orofit stilllay seductive traps. 
You can always leave your 
money alone in an interest- 
bearing account and let 
time do its thing, but that 
doesn't exactly make for 
exciting party conversa- 
tions, does it? So we open 
and close accounts. We 
invest in hot stocks and 
sell them at the first sign of 
bad news. We mess with 
our money because, in our 
minds, growing wealth is 
supposed to take effort. "In 
almost everything else we 
do, there's a payoff to ac- 
tivity: If | want to be a good 
runner, | should run every 
day. If | want to be a good 
painter, | should constantly 
practice,’ Morgan Housel, 
oartner at The Collabora- 
tive Fund and author of 
"The Psychology of Money," 
said in an email. "But if you 
want to be a good inves- 
tor, the best thing by far for 
people to do is not trade, 
not tinker, just leave it alone 
— and | think that's just so 
counterintuitive because 
it's SO Unique To investing." 
InN a world full of financial 
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Millennial Money: The case for being bori 
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In this Nov. 15, 2017, file photo, new $1 bills with the signatures of U.S. Treasurer Jovita Carranza 
and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin are cut and stacked at the Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing in Washington. 


influencers peddling prod- 
ucts and friends bragging 
about buying NFTs, it's per- 
fectly fine to manage your 
money in a mostly yawn- 
inducing way. Here's why. 
BEING BORING GIVES YOU 
MORE TIME TO LIVE YOUR 
LIFE 

Dealing with your money Is 
a necessary chore, and it's 
not exactly fun. Thankfully, 
we live in efficient times. 
In a few minutes, you can 
set uo automatic money 
transfers that quietly send 
your cash into separate 
accounts serving different 
ourposes. Why keep mon- 
ey management on your 
to-do list when it can hap- 
pen on Its own quite literally 


while you sleep? 

"Money is a means by 
which you live your life, not 
life itself," Meg Bartelt, finan- 
cial planner and founder 
of Flow Financial Planning, 
said in an email. ‘The more 
complicated, changeable 
or scary your investments 
are, the more fime you 
soend working on them or 
thinking about them, and 
therefore the less time you 
have to live life." 

BEING BORING KEEPS YOU 
FROM MAKING RASH DECI- 
SIONS 

It's Important to take a 
peek aft your investment 
accounts periodically, but 
obsessing Over every mar- 
ket move is exhausting 
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and counterproductive. It 
can lead to making reac- 
tive decisions that hurt your 
wealth in the long run. 
Choosing to be boring with 
your money Is an exercise 
in letting go of the illusion of 
total control. Yes, there will 
always be round-the-clock 
financial news, but not ev- 
erything happening in the 
larger economy affects 
you as an individual. Turn 
off news and stock market 
alerts on your phone so you 
no longer feel that itch to 
react. Instead, mindfully 
decide when to watch the 
news and check on your 
accounts so you can stay 
informed with less stress. 
WHAT BORING MONEY 
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ng with your money 


MANAGEMENT LOOKS LIKE 
— CREATE A PLAN YOU 
(MOSTLY) STICK TO: Bar- 
telt finds that, whether her 
clients avoid their money 
or obsessively track if, it's 
because they all feel the 
same emotion: fear. 

The antidote is a financial 
plan based on _ specific 
goals and values. "Having 
a plan is reassuring,’ she 
said. "Once they have the 
plan, or hell, once they 
know they're going to have 
one, people relax.’ Base 
your savings and investing 
goals on what you intend 
to soend money on in the 
short-, medium- and long- 
term. Leave wiggle room 
for life changes and other 
uncertainties, because 
those are guaranteed to 
happen. 

— PREPARE FOR EMERGEN- 
CIES: There's nothing partic- 
ularly sexy about emergen- 
cy funds, life insurance and 
Up-to-date wills, but should 
the unexpected happen, 
these things can help you 
stay financially steady. 

— AUTOMATE YOUR MON- 
EY: Transfer funds automati- 
cally from checking to sav- 
ings or from checking to a 
brokerage account. Con- 
tributing to a 401(k) through 
your job is automation, too, 
since that money comes 
out of your paycheck di- 
rectly. Making — regular 
contributions to different 
accounts, and increasing 
them as your budget allows 
and goals shift, will grow 
your nest egg.) 


EU lifts Anguilla, Dominica, Seychelles from tax blacklist 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The European Union removed 
Anguilla, Dominica and Seychelles from its tax 
haven blacklist Tuesday amid criticism that 
the trade bloc ts letting countries off the hook, 
particularly in light of the recent Pandora Pa- 
pers revelations. 

Anguilla, Dominica and Seychelles were 
placed on the list because they did not meet 
tax transparency criteria. EU finance ministers, 
meeting in Luxembourg, endorsed a decision 
to move them to a "grey list" after the three 
agreed to a review of their tax systems. 

The EU blacklist was set up in 2017 to tackle 
rampant tax evasion and is regularly updated. 
Nine “jurisdictions remain listed as "non-coop- 
erative:" American Samoa, Fiji, Guam, Palau, 
Panama, Samoa, Trinidad and Tobago, the 
U.S. Virgin Iskands and Vanuatu. 

Anguilla, Dominica and Seychelles are now 


listed as places that do not yet comply with 
all international tax standards but have com- 
mitted to the principles of good tax gover- 
nance. Costa Rica, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
North Macedonia, Qatar and Uruguay were 
also added fo this "grey list." Australia, Eswan- 
tini and Maldives were removed from it after 
reforming their tax systems. 

The International Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists and its media partners recently 
oublished a massive leak of offshore data 
dubbed the "Pandora Papers." The cache of 
almost 12 million files sheds light on the finan- 
cial activities of many members of the global 
elite. 

French EU lawmaker Aurore Laluca, who du- 
thored a report on harmful tax practices, said 
she hopes the disclosures "will finally be a loud 
enough wake-up call for EU leaders" and the 


European Commission to urgently reform the 
bloc's code of conduct for business taxation. 

Some of the world's most notorious tax havens 
are not even listed by the EU, Lalucg said in 
a statement. "Sadly, the countries that remain 
black-listed do not represent the most impor- 
tant financial flows," she said. 

Chiara Putaturo, the tax expert at charity 
group Oxfam, described the EU blacklist as "a 
joke" and said it should "should penalize tax 
havens. 

Instead, it lets them off the hook." She alleged 
that Anguilla and Seychelles "are at the heart 
of the latest tax scandal." 

"While the Pandora Papers investigation blew 
the lid on how the super-rich continue to use 
tax havens to avoid paying their taxes, ordi- 
nary people are asked to foot the COVID-19 
recovery bill," Putaturo said.) 
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Outage highlights how vital Facebook 
has become worldwide 
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This photo shows the mobile phone app logos for, from left, 
Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 
5, 2021. 


By MAE ANDERSON 

NEW YORK (AP) — The six- 
hour outage at Facebook, 
Instagram and Whatsapp 
was a headache for many 
casual users but far more 
serious for the millions of 
people worldwide who rely 
on the social media sites to 
run their businesses or com- 
municate with relatives, 
fellow parents, teachers or 
neighbors. 

When all three services 
went dark Monday, it was 
a stark reminder of the 
oower and reach of Face- 
book, which owns the pho- 
to-sharing and messaging 
apps. 

Around the world, the loss 
of WhatsApp left many ata 
loss. IN Brazil, The messaging 
service is by far the most 
widely used app in the 
country, installed on 99% of 
all smartohones, accord- 
ing to tech pollster Mobile 
Time. 

WhatsApp has become 
essential in Brazil to com- 
municate between friends 
and families, as well as for a 
variety of other tasks, such 
as ordering food. Offices, 
various services and even 
the courts had _ trouble 
making appointments, and 
phone lines became over- 
whelmed. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Haitians in their homeland 
and abroad fretted over 
the WhatsApp outage. 
Many of the country's more 
than 11 million people de- 
oend it to alert one anoth- 
er about gang violence in 
particular neighborhoods 
or to talk to relatives in the 
U.S. about money transfers 


Associated Press 


and other urgent matters. 
Haitian migrants traveling 
to the U.S. rely on it to find 
each other or share key 
information such as safe 
places To sleep. 

Nelzy Mireille, a 35-year- 
old unemployed woman 
who depends on money 
sent from relatives abroad, 
said she stopped at a re- 
pair shop in the capital of 
Port-au-Prince because 
she thought her phone was 
malfunctioning. 

"lL was waiting on confirma- 
tion on a money transfer 
from my cousin," she said. "| 
was so frustrated." 

‘lL was not able to hear 
from my love," complained 
28-year-old Wilkens Bour- 
gogne, referring to his 
partner, who was in the 
neighboring Dominican 
Republic, buying afford- 
able goods to bring back 
to Haiti. 

He said he was concerned 
about her safety since they 
were unable fo commu- 
nicate for seven hours as 
Haiti struggles with a spike 
in gang violence. 
Insecurity makes everyone 
worry, he said. 

In rebel-held Syria, where 
the telecommunication in- 
frastructure has been dis- 
rupted by war, residents 
and emergency workers 
rely mostly on internet com- 
munication. 

Naser AlMuhawish, a Tur- 
key-based Syrian doctor 
who monitors coronavirus 
cases in rebel-held territory 
in Syria, said WhatsApp is 
the main communication 
method used with over 500 
workers in the field. 
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They switched to Skype, 
but WhatsApp works bet- 
ter when internet service is 
shaky, he said. If there had 
been an emergency such 
as shelling that he needed 
to warn field workers about, 
there could have been 
major problems, he said. 
"Luckily this didn't happen 
yesterday during the out- 
age,’ he said. 

In Lima, Peru, the break- 
down complicated dental 
technician Mary Mejia's 
job. Like most Peruvian 
medical workers, she uses 
WhatsApp for a multitude 
of tasks, including schedul- 
iINg appointments and or- 
dering crowns. 

“Sometimes the doctor will 
be working on a patient 
and | need to contact a 
technician for job," she 
said. "To have to step away 
and make a phone call¢ It 
trios Us up. We've become 
so accustomed to this tool." 
Millions of Africans use 
WhatsApp for all their 
voice calls, so "people felt 
they were cut off from the 
world,’ said Mark Tinka, a 
Ugandan who heads en- 
gineering at SEACOM, a 
South Africa-based internet 
service provider. 

Many Africans also use 
WhatsApp to connect with 
relatives in other countries. 
Tinka's stepdaughter lives 
in Caldwell, Idaho, and lost 
her father on Sunday, but 
could not speak with her 
family back in Dar Es Sa- 
laam, Tanzania, to arrange 
travel for the funeral. 

"It's amazing just how little 
folks understand the im- 
pact of three or four con- 
tent companies on the 
Utility of the Internet,” Tinka 
said. 

Facebook said the outage 
was due to an internal er- 
ror related to a "configura- 
tion change" but gave no 
details. 

The outage came amid cri- 
sis at Facebook, accused 
by a whistleblower on "60 
Minutes" and on Capitol Hill 
of profiting from hate and 
division and suppressing re- 
search showing that Insta- 
gram contributes to body- 
image problems, easting 
disorders and thoughts 
of suicide among young 
women.) 
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HTTA 

Antecion all Time Share own- 
ers 

On the Islands, condo owners 
and 


Houses and land and investors 
Whant to sell, buy, or rent? 

Call us, 36 Years doing Honest 
business 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right on eagle Beach 

2 bedroom, 2bath 

Week 37,38,39 room#4009 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$36K all 3 weeks 
Call 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right on eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 bath 

Week 39 room#3028 
Ocean view 

Price:$8, 5K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right eagle Beach 

2 bedroom 2 bath 

Week 41 and 42 

Room #1023 ground floor 
Pool /ocean View 
Price:$25K both weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Br week #41 room #2517 

1 Br week #42 room #2501 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR week # 42 room #2136 
Ground floor ocean view 
Price :$ 4 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott surf club 

Gold season 

2 Bedroom 2 bath 

garden view $8K 

2 Bedroom 2 bath 

Ocean view $9K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Oasis eagle beach 

2 bedroom 2 bath 

oth floor fully furnished 
Price :$650 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


ST S| 


Violence Against Women 





Time Share Resales + Realty i 





Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 








Downtown — 








HTTA 
House for sale 
Tibushie noord wespunt 
2 bedroom 2 bath with appart- 
ment 
and pool price :$290K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214668 


FOR SALE 
House by owners at 
Tanki Leendert 
on 611 m2 property land 
3 Bdr. 2 Bath + laundry 
Fls.350.000 
Call owners: 
566 0505 / 566 1197 
214666 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


















































San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Newsy expands, bets on appetite for more news, less politics 


By DAVID BAUDER 

AP Media Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — With 
the expansion of its Newsy 
service this week, the E.W. 
Scripps Co. is betting that 
consumers have an appe- 
tite for more news, instead 
of just talk about news. 
Newsy, primarily seen now 
online and through stream- 
INg services, is expanding Its 
programming to 17 hours a 
day with an eventual goal 
of operating around-the- 
clock and, for the first time, 
will be available as an over- 
the-air television service. 
The pitch from Kate O'Brian, 
head of the Scripps Net- 
works’) news group, and 
Newsy boss Eric Ludgood is 
simple: an unflashy service 
that goes beyond heaa- 
lines to look at the breadth 
of news in some detail and 
without a political bias. 

Its motto: "Be informed, not 
influenced." 

"It's a little bit of going back 
to the future, what televi- 
sion news used To be," said 
O'Brian, a longtime pro- 
ducer and executive at 
ABC News. 

O'Brian and  Ludgood 
have spent the past few 
months doubling their staff 
to more than 200 people. 





Oct. 1, 2021 image provided by Newsy/Scripps shows the Newsy control room in Atlanta. 


Newsy began in 2008 as a 
syndicated news service 
in Columbia, Missouri, with 
the staff largely from the 
nearby University of Missouri 
journalism school. The ser- 
vice was bought by Scripps 
in 2014. 

Its lineup will be populated 
by fresh faces to most news 
consumers. The prime-time 
lineup will feature anchor 
Natalie Allen, formerly of 
CNN, and the Washington- 


based Chance Seales and 
Christian Bryant. 

Americans have been un- 
derserved by cable news 
networks CNN, Fox News 
Channel and MSNBC, with 
their constant picking at 
the nation's polarized poli- 
tics, O'Brian said. 

"It's time for news organiza- 
tions to look at the country 
in all of its many facets, not 
just red and blue,” she said. 
Newsy will operate 14 news 
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bureaus across the coun- 
try, including expected 
hubs like New York, Wash- 
ington and Los Angeles. But 
Newsy also sought bureaus 
in locations that O'Brian 
feli needed more cover- 
age from a national news 
team, like Seattle, Phoenix 
and Missoula, Montana. 
It is Opening a bureau in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to hire a 
reporter based there with 
an expertise in indigenous 


people. 

As an_ illustration of its 
menu, a Newsy newscast 
last week contained stories 
on a vaccine being devel- 
oped to counter opioid ad- 
diction, about birds facing 
extinction and the hottest 
and coolest markets for 
home sales. 

There's a reason, however, 
that cable news compe?ti- 
tors have largely evolved 
into opinionated political 
talk networks, particularly in 
prime time. People may say 
in surveys that they want 
more non-biased, straight 
news, but theyre more 
inclined to dial in Tucker 
Carlson or Rachel Maddow 
and not leave, even with 
ratings dropping during the 
Biden administration after 
last years peak. 

ABC, CBS and NBC nightly 
newscasts remain. strong. 
But some recently-touted 
new efforts at promoting 
straight news approaches 
offer cautionary tales. A 
three-hour  "NewsNation" 
orime-time newscast on 
WGN America that began 
last September has largely 
failed, and former Fox an- 
chor Shepard Smith's CNBC 
newscast gets relatively 
little attention.LJ 





Jorja Fox hopes ‘CSI: Vegas’ will soark science appreciation 





: 


Jorja Fox poses for a portrait at CBS Radford Studios, Tuesday, 


Sept. 21, 2021, in Los Angeles. 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Some fa- 
miliar faces will join the in- 
vestigation info gruesome 
murders when " CSI: Vegas 
" premieres Wednesday on 
CBS: 

Wallace Langham's David 
Hodges, William Petersen 
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as Gil Grissom and Jorja 
Fox's Sara Sidle reprise their 
roles for the 10-episode lim- 
ited series, described as "an 
epilogue" to the original 
"CSI Crime Scene Investi- 
gation.’ 

New cast members include 
Matt Lauria, Paula New- 
some and Mel Rodriguez. 


The original "CSI," which 
aired its series finale in 2015 
after 15 seasons, wowed 
viewers with the idea of us- 
ing forensics to solve crimes. 
It created armchair experts 
out of people in their living 
rooms and coined the term 
"the CSI effect." 

"CSI: Vegas" debuts 20 
years to the day as its pre- 
decessor's premiere. 

‘In 2000, we were pretty 
sure that science could tell 
US somebody committed 
a crime or not. Now we're 
even more sure to the point 
where | would say, | don't 
know how anybody gets 
away with anything aft all,” 
Fox said. She hopes this se- 
ries will once again draw 
people to the power of sci- 
ence — ata time when it's 
been scoffed at by naysay- 
ers of climate change and 
vaccines. 

“We have a really smart 
qudience and they want a 


smart show, said Fox. "And 
yet we have alot of people 
that believe in science less 
than ever. So it's a really in- 
teresting time to do a show 
about science. If would 
be amazing... fo make sci- 
ence really fun and excit- 
ing and dazzling and mys- 
terious again." 

"CSI Vegas" was originally 
conceived as a 20th anni- 
versary soecial episode but 
those plans were scrapped 
and the writing evolved 
into an actual series. One 
central mystery will loom 
throughout, but each epi- 
sode will also tackle a case 
of its own. 

Fox says we'll see "a lighter 
version of Sara Sidle than 
we've ever seen before," 
which she enjoyed, be- 
cause in the original version 
she dealt with burnout. This 
time, "she's not carrying the 
Vegas weight of the world 
on her shoulders." 


A big reason why Fox said 
yes to playing Sidle again 
was because if would 
mean she would reteam 
with Petersen, as a happily 
married couple (in the past 
they were on and off and 
back on again.) 

"My onscreen relationship 
with Billy Petersen, Sara 
and Grissom, is definitely 
the longest relationship of 
my life. 

To get to be in a couple 
that's actually survived 21 
years is very rare, and | think 
it's a really cool thing," she 
sald. 

She's even thought of other 
ways to reteam with Pe- 
tersen in the future. Fox 
says they could easily play 
something akin to the old 
guys in the balcony from 
‘The Muppets.’ She also 
adds "we could play a cool 
sibling thing, but | don't 
know if anybody would 
want to see that."L) 
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The hate follows Bubba Wallace on his biggest day 


By JENNA FRYER 

AP Auto Racing Writer 
TALLADEGA, Ala. (AP) — 
It's been nearly 16 months 
since Bubba Wallace was 
waiting out a rainstorm in his 
motorhome in the Tallade- 
ga Superspeedway infield 
when NASCAR _ informed 
its only full-time Black driv- 
er that a noose had been 
found in his garage stall. 
Wallace never saw the 
noose, never even stepped 
foot in the garage. If wasn't 
Wallace who called in the 
FBI — NASCAR did that — 
and from what he'd been 
told, Wallace was led fo 
believe he'd been the vic- 
tim of a hate crime. 

When the FBI later ruled 
that the noose had been 
fashioned to the end of a 
garage door pull during 
NASCAR's visit to Talladega 
nine months earlier, making 
it mere coincidence that 
Wallace was assigned that 
stall, he was subjected to a 
barrage of online vitriol that 
soread to the grandstands 
at several tracks in the af- 
termath. 

Wallace is used to being 
booed by now, and on 
the biggest day of his pro- 
fessional career the trolls 
came for him again when 
he darted to the front of 
the field to win Monday's 
rain-shortened, = resched- 
uled race at Talladega. 

It was rigged, many cried, 
saying NASCAR called the 
race only because it would 
benefit Wallace. That claim 
was one of the gentler 
barbs directed at Wallace, 
the first Black driver since 
Wendell Scott in 1963 to win 
at the top level of the sport. 
Not even in this pinnacle 
moment of his career could 
Wallace escape the doubt- 
ers who somehow believe 
he cooked up the noose 
as a hoax in June 2020 to 
garner support during the 
nationwide racial reckon- 
ing following the death of 
George Floyd. 

Wallace was not a victim of 
a hate crime, but the hate 
has followed him since he 
became vocal in matters 
of social justice and suc- 
cessfully called on NAS- 
CAR to ban the display of 
the Confederate flag at its 
evens. 


Denny Hamlin, a_ fellow 
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Bubba Wallace stands with the trophy after winning a NASCAR Cup series auto race Monday, Oct. 
4, 2021, in Talladega, Ala. 


driver and now Wallace's 
boss as co-owner along 
with Michael Jordan of the 
23X| Racing team, encour- 
aged Wallace to get off so- 
cial media for his own men- 
tal health. 

"People just automatically 
dislike me because | hired 
Bubba Wallace," said Ham- 
lin, a first-year team owner 
also who scoffed at the no- 
tion the race was fixed. 

‘| soend way too much 
money and these teams 
soend too much money 
to fix it," he said. "Any time 
there's unique = circum- 
stances, it's fxed. When a 
team is close to winning a 
football game, they fumble 
on the one yard line, it's 
fixed. It's just (criticism from) 
someone that's having a 
bad day." 

Wallace said after Mon- 
day's race he had followed 
Hamlin's advice several 
months ago and stopped 
reading social media. 

‘Its heloed outa ton.!would 
go and read the com- 
ments (and) after a bad 
race | would become one 
of those haters that doesn't 
know anything. | would be- 
come one of them. Just 
start telling myself a bunch 
of dark thoughts," Wallace 
said. "In high school, | was 
always worried about what 
other people thought of 
me. | finally let that go. 

"I'm not going to be able to 
please everybody. Doesnt 
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matter if | won by a thou- 
sand laps or won qa rain- 
shortened race, not every- 
body is going to be happy 
with it," he said. "That's OK 
because | know one per- 
son that is happy and that's 
me because I'm a winner 
and theyre not." 

There's no telling what this 
victory, the first for Wallace 
in the Cup Series in 143 starts 
spanning four seasons, will 
do for his own confidence. 
Wallace has admitted to 
orevious bouts of depres- 
sion and the day before 
the rescheduled Talladega 
race Hamlin revealed that 
teaching Wallace "emo- 
tional regulation" will play 
a pivotal role in Wallace's 
develoomert. 

"Dealing with adversity, and 
these are things that he'd 
orobably tell you, it's just 
getting too high, too low, 
having super high expecta- 
tions and when things don't 
go perfectly as planned, 
how do you” respond?" 
Hamlin said Sunday. "Every 
driver goes through some 
sort of adversity through the 
course of a race and how 
you respond to that is what 
dictates usually how you 
finish. | just think he needs to 
learn that emotional regu- 
lation because he wants it 
really, really bad." 

Little did Hamlin know he'd 
be celebrating with his driv- 
er the very next day in the 
first victory for 23XI Racing, 


GEICO 







Associated Press 


a team that didn't even 
exist until last November 
but was builf around Wal- 
lace and the eight figures 
IN soonsorship he'd landed 
as companies new to NAS- 
CAR rushed to support him 
last season. 

Wallace said he knew he'd 
win at Talladega and that 
he has witnesses he told 
ahead of time he'd be tak- 
ing the checkered flag. But 
when the race was rained 
out Sunday and he sat in 
the infield the same way he 
did 16 months earlier, Wal- 
lace admitted it was "just 
like, man, deja vu." 

He considered reaching 
out to NASCAR President 
Steve Phelps, who was the 
one who came to Wal- 
lace's motorhome last year 
to inform him of the noose. 
| was close to texting Steve 
Phelps saying ‘| don't want 
(another) phone call," Wal- 
lace said. "It was basically 
the same thing that hap- 
pened. Rain delay, called 
the race, going to race on 
Monday. You think about 
those things when you 
come to this place." 
Wallace is working through 
the challenges that come 
from being Black in a pre- 
dominately white sport with 
a past roofed in the Deep 
South. If can be hard: then- 
President Donald Trump 
last year falsely accused 
Wallace of making up the 
noose, and all four race 





weekends at Talladega 
since the flag ban have 
been marked by a convoy 
of vehicles parading past 
the main entrance to the 
track with their own Con- 
federate flags. 

Wallace, who turns 28 on 
Friday, credited his moth- 
er and his new fiancée, 
Amanda, for helping him 
hold it all together. Neither 
was at the race; Amanda 
had returned to North Car- 
olina for work on Monday, 
Wallace's mother has start- 
ed a new life in Atlanta. 

His mother sends him daily 
encouragement, he said, 
scriotures and “always. is 
holding that positive light." 
When he _ finally got his 
mother and fiancée on 
the phone after his win, the 
tears flowed freely. 

| was one of those people 
that was telling myself that 
| haven't won. It's tough to 
kind of get out of that men- 
tality," Wallace said, who 
admitted the foll the last 
two years has led to “some 
sleepless nights’ that led 
him to seek help. 

"Talking to professionals to 
helo me stay focused on 
the task at hand. Really lis- 
tening to my family. Aman- 
da being there pushing 
me, Wallace said. "| go into 
some of these races and | 
just have a negative afti- 
tude. She rips me... to get in 
shape and to show up with 
some positivity. 

"It's my family pushing me 
and knowing that as I'm 
being the realistic — some- 
times pessimistic — person, 
they hold the optimism 
for me and help me show 
back up at the racetrack 
with a good mindset." ) 
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The ‘Dinah’ leaving desert as LPGA major gets new sponsor 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

Next year will be the final 
leap into "Poppie's Pond," 
ending 40 years of the 
only LPGA major held on 
the same course and still 
known in some corners sim- 
ply as the Dinah Shore. 

The LPGA Tour announced 
Tuesday that Chevron is 
taking over as title soonsor 
of the year's first major start- 
ing In 2023 with plans to 
move it from the California 
desert fo Company heaa- 
quarters in Houston. 

It would replace the ANA 
Inspiration in a_ six-year 
deal. Japan-based ANA 
has been fitle soonsor at 
Mission Hills in Rancho Mi- 
rage, California, since 2015. 
The tournament celebrat- 
ed 50 years at Mission Hills 
in April. It was designated 
a major in 1983, and it was 
Amy Alcott in 1988 who 
jumped into the pond 
around the 18th green to 
begin perhaps the most fa- 
mous tradition in women's 
golf. 
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Lydia Ko, of New Zealand, in pink, forms a heart as she jumps into Champions Lake, or "Poppie's 
Pond," alongside her caddie, Jason Hamilton, left, after winning the LPGA Tour ANA Inspiration golf 
tournament at Mission Hills Country Club in Rancho Mirage, Calif., in this Sunday, April 3, 2016, file 


photo. 


LPGA Commissioner Mollie 
Marcoux Samaan spoke 
of building new traditions, 
and while key details are 
still to be worked out, the 


loss of so much tradition 
comes in exchange for a 
better date, improved tele- 
vision and a larger purse. 

"This partnership will be 
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Qa game-changer for the 
LPGA in so many ways," 
Marcoux Samaan said in a 
conference call. "If will al- 
low us to elevate this ma- 


jor championship to new 
heights." 

She said the prize money 
would increase 60% to $5 
million, with $750,000 to the 
winner. One of the key piec- 
es of the puzzle is where the 
Chevron Championship will 
be played. Ed McEnroe of 
IMG, which runs the tourna- 
ment, said It likely would be 
in the Houston area. 

The U.S. Women's Open 
was played last December 
at Champions Golf Club, 
the home of Jack Burke Jr. 
and previous host of a U.S. 
Open, Ryder Cup and the 
Tour Championship on the 
PGA Tour. Chevron is also 
said to be exploring Carlton 
Woods. 

Marcoux Samaan said the 
Chevron Championship 
would have dedicated 
network coverage (the 
ANA Inspiration was on Golf 
Channel). Also key is mov- 
ing it off the date one week 
before the Masters, espe- 
cially with the recent addi- 
tion of the Augusta Nation- 
al Women's Amateur. LJ 





Cardinals climb to top spot in 





Arizona Cardinals running back James Conner, top, scores 
a touchdown during the second half in an NFL football game 
against the Los Angeles Rams Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, in Ingle- 
wood, Calif. 


By SIMMI BUTTAR 

AP Pro Football Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — And then 
there was one. 
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After four weeks there is 
only one unbeaten team 
left in the NFL. To the sur- 
orise of many, it's the Ari- 


zona Cardinals. 

And those Cardinals have 
flown all the way to the top 
of the latest AP Pro32 poll. 
Arizona received eight of 
12 first-olace votes for 378 
points in balloting Tuesday 
by media members who 
regularly cover the NEL. 
The Cardinals moved up 
four spots after routing the 
NFC West rival Los Angeles 
Rams 37-20. The Rams, who 
were on top a week ago, 
dropped to No. 4. 

"The NFL's surprise team so 
far," Newsday's Bob Glau- 
ber said. "Kyler Murray Is 
off to a spectacular start, 
helped by an elite group of 
wide receivers, and the de- 
fense smothered Matthew 
Stafford to give Arizona the 


latest AP Pro32 poll 


lead in the uber-competi- 
tive NFC West." 

Arizona will try to remain 
perfect as it hosts another 
division foe, the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, on Sunday. 

The Buffalo Bills earned 
the other four first-place 
votes for 366 points as they 
moved up one spot to No. 
2 overall. The Bills switched 
places with the defend- 
ing Super Bowl champion 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
who slioped to No. 3 after a 
hard-fought 19-17 win over 
the New England Patriots in 
Tom Brady's return to Fox- 
borough. 

The Baltimore Ravens and 
the Green Bay Packers, 
who both have won three 
in a row, follow next. The 


Ravens improved two plac- 
es to No. 5 and will close 
Week 5 when they host the 
Indianapolis Colts on Mon- 
day night. 

"The Ravens are off to a 3-1 
start despite playing three 
of their first four games on 
the road," said Rick Gosse- 
lin of the Talk of Fame Net- 
work. 

"The schedule turns friendly 
at this point — the Ravens 
won't leave home for the 
next five weeks. Their next 
road game isn't until Nov. 
11. In the meantime, Balti- 
more will have consecutive 
home games against the 
Colts, Chargers and Ben- 
gals, then a bye, then an- 
other home game against 
the Vikings." 


